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A desperate enemy is a ___________________ enemy! 

The enemy’s desperation led them to try and…
1. __________________ Nehemiah. (v.1-4)
Nehemiah’s enemies were behaving like their _________. (John 8:44) 
Nehemiah was devoted to God and because of this God gave him _____________ which allowed him to see through their deception!
Discernment is the ability to ___________ matters according to God’s view of them, and not according to their outward appearance. 
(1 Samuel 16:7) 
Discernment comes with spiritual _____________! 
(Hebrews 5:12-14; Romans 12:2) 
Everything thing God calls us to do is a __________ work! 
There are no ___________________ tasks in the kingdom of God.
__________________ is a result of spiritual growth!

The enemy’s desperation led them to try and…
2. __________________ Nehemiah. (v.5-14)
Our enemy knows our _______________! He knows what buttons to push that will upset us the most. 
If some within the community believed the lies, it could lead to _______________ in the community!
The danger in spreading __________ is that you are allowing yourself to be a tool that the enemy uses for the tearing down of the church.
(James 3:5; Ephesians 4:29; James 1:26; Psalm 141:3) 
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Nehemiah simply ___________ what they are saying and then prays for God’s help to get back to work! (v.8-9)
Recognize the enemy is _______________ working. He is the master of deception and will do all he can to discourage, distract and even discredit you. Don’t let him! Stay ______________ and keep doing what God has called you to do. 
God will ____________ our battles for us! (Exodus 14:14) 

2 reasons why Nehemiah would not go into the temple for safety:
1) He did not operate by fear but by __________! (2 Timothy 1:7)
2) He did not want to _______! (Numbers 18:7) 
Nehemiah’s devotion to God led him to know God’s ________ which gave him the discernment he needed to not fall for the enemy’s deception! (Isaiah 8:20) 
Nehemiah knew he needed to turn his enemies over to _______ so he could get back to the work God had called him to do! (Romans 12:19)
 
The enemy tried to distract and discredit Nehemiah, but he was unsuccessful because Nehemiah was devoted to God.
The same enemy will try to distract and discredit you! 
Will he be successful? 
The answer depends on your ____________ to God!
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