THE CREATEST CHALLENGE OF SERVING Nehemiah 13:1-31

Scott Baker 11.10.24
Our is the greatest challenge we face when serving God!
(James 1:13-15)

1. The people slipped back into patterns of

The people broke their commitment to...

A) Faithfully support the work of the Temple. (v.4-5; 10)

Warren Weirsbe in his commentary on this passage said, “When
God'’s people start to decline spiritually, one of the first places it shows
up is in their giving.” (Matthew 6:21)

B) Keep the Sabbath. (v.15-16)

The Sabbath was to be a day of rest. A day to cease your normal
activities to focus on God.

C) Not marry unbelievers. (v.23-24; 28)

One of the enemy’s oldest tactics is getting people away from God’s
]

2. Nehemiah the people about their sin.

In all three cases we see Nehemiah confront the people about their
sin and gave them changes to make to get back on
the right track!

Nehemiah challenged the people to...

A) Faithfully support the work of the Temple. (v.8-9; 11-14)
Nehemiah the people too much to remain silent!
(Matthew 21:12-13)

B) Keep the Sabbath. (v.15, 17-22)
Sin must be dealt with

(Matthew 5:29-30)

C) Not marry unbelievers. (v.25-29)

I Don’t delay!
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So, what can we learn from Chapter 13?

3 primary things we can glean from these events...

1. We need to be for God’s mercy and grace!
God’s mercy = God not giving us what we ____ deserve!

We deserve His punishment, wrath and death!

God’s grace = God giving us what we do deserve!

This passage reminds us that no matter how much we sin, God never

gives up on us! He will never us!
God is continually faithful to us, and we are unfaithful time and time
again! We will never run of His mercy and grace! (Hebrews 4:16)

2. We need to be in dealing with sin!

We need to be diligent in dealing with our sin so we can strive to live

holy lives! This is the only way we will ever be able to effectively
God! (Romans 13:14; Galatians 5:16)

We all need to have the that Nehemiah had when it

comes to dealing with sin, both in our lives and in the lives of others!

Sin in the church must be dealt with immediately as well! If not, it can

cause catastrophic | (Galatians 6:1)

3. We need to that God desires to use us in
spite of us!
| believe we have passages such as this in the Bible to
us.
Theyare _____and we are !

As His children, God desires us to Him and to accomplish
His purposes on this earth! He saved us so we could! (Romans 7:4)
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