

1. The Old Testament __________________ testified that Jesus is God and the Savior of the world! (v.2-3)
Before the Jesus was to come, God promised to send someone before Him that would __________ the way. (Malachi 3:1, 4:5; Isaiah 40:3) 
In ancient times, before a king visited any part of his kingdom, a messenger was sent ahead of him to prepare the way. This included both repairing the ________ and preparing the ___________.
“Prepare the way of the Lord” = The word used here for ‘Lord’ means Yahweh, who we also know as ________! 
The words of Malachi and Isaiah that refer to ‘preparing the way’ are a word picture that ultimately refer to the preparation that must take place in the ___________ of people before they can be connected to Jesus!
God sends His ______ ________ to convict us of our sin and the truth of the Gospel. He also sends __________ into our lives that will prepare the way for Jesus by praying for us; by sharing the gospel and planting seeds, others may water those seeds, until eventually we place our faith in Jesus!

2. _________ the Baptist testified that Jesus is God and the Savior of the world! (v.4-8)
(Matthew 11:7-14; Luke 1:17; John 1:23; Luke 1:41) 
A) John’s mission
John preached calling people to repent of their sin and to be baptized in order to prepare for the _________ of the Messiah. (Matt 3:1-3)
The Greek word Mark uses for baptism means to _______________. 
This is the method of baptism we use here at FBC as we believe it is the _____________ form of baptism. 
Jesus would give us the _______ ___________ upon salvation something water baptism could never do! (Ephesians 1:13-14) 


Some practical application for our lives from John the Baptist’s mission:
We are to prepare the way of the Lord! 
One of the marks of a servant of Jesus is ____________ others about Him! (2 Corinthians 5:20)

B) John the man 
John’s whole focus was on _____________ Jesus up!  (John 3:30) 
Another mark of a servant of Jesus is _____________! 
John is saying I compared to Jesus, I am the ____________ of the low!
Characteristics of John the Baptist: humble, faithful, bold, obedient, knowledgeable, compassionate, servant’s heart.
All of these are marks of servants of Jesus!

The final witness Mark presents is the most powerful of them all…
3. ________ Himself testified that Jesus is God and the Savior of the world! (v.9-11)
There is no higher ____________ than God Himself and here He is saying Jesus is my Son and He is the Savior of the world! (Isaiah 42:1)


